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It is my pleasure once again to welcome new interns to our office.  Their enthu-

siasm and skills are infectious and help us to maintain a high level of activity. 

Not only do they help with our publications program and events, but they are 

also researching and writing.  You will see some of their work in this issue. In 

fact, we had so much material for this newsletter,  that we decided to split it up 

and prepare another issue for the end of August. 

 

The downside of working with interns is that we have to say good-bye to them 

when their internships end.  Fortunately, most of them stay in touch and some-

times even drop into the office when they are in the neighbourhood.  Brian 

Dicksonôs internship officially came to an end in April, but he was extremely 

helpful in coming back and finishing some projects he was working on and help-

ing the new interns become familiar with our processes and files.  We wish him 

all the best as he prepares to write the LSAT exam. Dallas Weaverôs interrupted 

year at York finally came to an end.  I want to thank her for all the research she 

did to prepare the backgrounders on the countries which participated in the 

NATO Economy Forum.  Slava Kudryavtsev has taken his excellent research, 

language and computer skills to a job with another local NGO, but he remains 

interested in ACC activities and we hope to see him at some of our evening 

events.  Although she left us last fall, Luisa Sargsyan, has kept in touch.  She is 

currently visiting her parents in Karabakh, where she will marry her long-time 

fiancé this month.  She hopes to continue as an occasional contributor of re-

search articles. 

 

Please make a note of our upcoming Annual General Meeting on August 31, 

starting at 6:15 p.m., in the 4th floor Conference Room at 165 University Ave-

nue.  We invite everyone to bring a guest to learn more about the ACC and to  

hear our guest speaker, LCol. John Conrad, author of What the Thunder Said, 

on his experience as the officer in charge of providing logistics support to Cana-

dian Forces in Afghanistan. 

 

Julie Lindhout, President 

Presidentôs Message 
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New Faces in the Office 

Lucy Leiderman holds an Hons. 
Bachelor Degree from the University of 

Toronto in Political Science and Celtic 

Studies. She will be pursuing a Masterôs 

degree in Roads to Democracy from 
Uppsala University, in Sweden, in the 

fall. Throughout her university career, 

she has been active as a Compliance 
Analyst for the G8 Research Group and 

a volunteer for various charitable agen-

cies in Toronto such as the Childrenôs 
Peace Theatre and Amnesty Interna-

tional. In 2009, she traveled to Milan, 

Italy to be a representative Head of 

State at the 2009 G8 Youth Summit. 
Lucy is currently an intern at the Atlan-

tic Council of Canada where she assists 

in various aspects of the daily work of 
the council. Her research interests in-

clude sovereignty studies, nationalism, 

and cultural history. She plans to be the 

ACCôs ñroving reporter/research ana-
lystò from Sweden. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
Kyla Cham will be going into her 

fourth year at Queenôs University, 

Kingston with a major in Political Stud-
ies (with a focus in International Rela-

tions) and a minor in Sociology (with a 

focus in Criminology). Her interests in 
politics  

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Christopher Birks is a Masters 
(Scottish, Hons) student of Interna-

tional Relations at St Andrews Univer-

sity in the United Kingdom, specialis-
ing in public international law and di-

plomacy. The past three years living 

abroad in Europe have truly cemented 

for Christopher the importance of the 
transatlantic relationship enjoyed be-

tween Canada and its European coun-

terparts. It was for this reason that he 
has joined the ACC this year, as an 

intern for the summer of 2009.  His 

current role is as a policy analyst for 
the councilôs newsletter, with an article 

on NATOôs role in combating piracy 

in the Gulf of Aden to be released next 

month. In addition to this primary role, 
Christopher is responsible for organis-

ing the councilôs historical member-

ship database, as well as assisting in 
the organization of seminars and 

roundtables for prominent speakers 

from both DFAIT and NATO. During 

his tenure with the ACC, Christopher 
will be writing his final dissertation on 

the controversial policy of NATOôs 

eastward expansion. Upon graduating, 
he intends to pursue further education 

in the sphere of international law as it 

relates to diplomatic relations between 
states. Christopher is an avid pianist, 

and enjoys the study of new languages. 

are international conflicts, the mainte-
nance of peace and security, and laws 

and policies regarding citizenship and 

human rights. On campus, she is in-

volved with the Queenôs Students for 
Corporate Social Responsibility 

(SCSR), Free the Children and the 

Alma-Mater Society. Born in Manila, 
Philippines, she can also understand 

Tagalog and speak the Chinese dia-

lect, Fujian. Kyla is currently a sum-
mer intern at the Atlantic Council of 

Canada where she has been helping 

with the In Focus, ACC and NATO 

Economy Forum newsletters. She can 
be reached at cham.kyla@gmail.com. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Abdiasis Mohamed is a graduate of 

Centennial College with a Commu-
nity and Justice Service Diploma. 

Since high school he has hoped to 

pursue a career in law enforcement 

either as a police officer or an immi-
gration officer. Abdiasis is very dedi-

cated in following his dreams as he 

has already gained a lot of experience 
at institutions such as halfway homes 

and even in the Toronto jail; doing 

placements in areas such as yards, 
visits, video court and admitting and 

discharge. As a long term resident of 

Regent Park he is not accustomed to 

living comfortably and understands 
the value of hard work. In the future 

Abdiasis hopes to broaden his horizon 

by learning about politics and interna-
tional affairs. Abdiasis is currently 

working for the Atlantic Council of 

Canada as an intern. He is very ex-
cited to be working on NATO issues. 

mailto:cham.kyla@gmail.com
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Author:  Lucy Leiderman  
Lucy Leiderman holds a Bachelor Degree from the University of Toronto in Political Sci-

ence and Celtic Studies.  

The debate over Arctic Sovereignty 
continues to rage between states that 

many would consider unlikely enemies 

(Russia, Norway, Denmark, the United 

States and Canada). Each insists on their 
share of what may lie beneath the 

quickly thawing ice shelf of the Arctic. 

In Canada, however, there is another 
consequence to the debate- powerful 

countries are attempting to claim Can-

adaôs Northwest Passage as interna-
tional waters. If this were to occur, the  

permits, let alone tariffs. 
 

ñépowerful countries are at-

tempting to sanction Canadaôs 

Northwest Passage as interna-

tional waters.ò 
     
The United States, Russia, and many 

other powerful states believe that the 

Northwest Passage may prove to be 
the economic trade route explorers had 

originally searched for in the 15th cen-

tury, cutting thousands of kilometers 
from the journey through the Panama 

Canal. Canada is finding it difficult to 

maintain a firm position on the matter  

northern Spain. In Toronto, he has 
spent the past six-and-a-half years in 

the Canadian Forces Army Reserve as 

an infantry soldier with the Toronto 

Scottish Regiment. Working for the 
ACC is a very engaging opportunity 

for Robert: having passed his time 

hunkered down studying the likes of 
Plato, Machiavelli and Churchill, he 

now looks forward to seeing NATO 

and the modern world through their 
eyes. He can be reached at 

rcj.baines@utoronto.ca . 

Yigit Ozdemir has finished his li-

cense program in International Eco-

nomics at Toulouse University in  

Thin Ice: Canadaôs Image in the World and 

 the Threat of the Northwest Passage 

Northwest Passage, which has been 
called the ñArctic Grailò for over a 

century and cuts a clean line between 

mainland Canada and its Arctic Is-

lands, would become open to whom-
ever, transporting whatever, with no 

consent sought from or forewarning 

given to the Government of Canada. 
Meanwhile, the land on both sides of 

the passage would remain a part of 

Canada and be mostly inhabited by 
First Nations and Inuit populations. 

The threat to Canada would, there-

fore, become the incessant traffic of 

undisclosed submarines, cargo ships 
and other vessels free to sail through 

its territory without any inspections or  

Robert Baines 
has recently com-

pleted his Master 

of Arts degree in 

History at York 
University with a 

wide area of inter-

est. Although spe-
cializing in ancient 

Rome, he retains a 

great passion for British and Canadian 
history. Prior to this, Robert took his 

Bachelor of Arts (Hons.) with a double 

major in philosophy and classical civili-

zations at Trinity College in the Univer-
sity of Toronto. He was Prime Minister 

of the Trinity College Literary Institute, 

a debating society, and led an initiative 
to erect a statue of Bishop John 

Strachan (Trinityôs founder) in the Col-

lege quadrangle. Robert has traveled 
widely in Western Europe and the 

Mediterranean and has also had the op-

portunity to join two archaeological ex-

peditions, one in Cyprus and another in  

France. He has also finished his Mas-
terôs Degrees in European Economics 

at Galatasaray University in Istanbul in 

partnership with Toulouse University. 

His internship at the Atlantic Council 
of Canada has completed his Masterôs 

of Business Intelligence at University 

of Saint-Etienne. He is interested in 
Turkish-EU relationship, EU economy 

and information warfare issues.  This 

internship is an opportunity for him to 
work with two organizations ACC and 

CTBC and meet some very interesting 

people from the Canadian and Turkish 

business community. He is able to ex-
plore a lot of cultures represented in 

Toronto and to improve his English. 

mailto:rcj.baines@utoronto.ca
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 when dealing with so many influen-
tial countries, and its largest trading 

partner, all of whom remain adamant 

on accessing the passage. For Canada, 

there are also several threats which 
arise should these waters become in-

ternational. 

 

ñIn a globalized world, 

which is constantly shifting 

and changing, the weakness of 

Canadaôs sovereignty implied 

through the example of the 

Northwest Passage may have 

more harmful consequences in 

the next decades.ò 
 

The first threat is to the nationôs secu-

rity, with submarines sailing through 
the passage undetected and unknown 

to the government. This issue has al-

ready arisen several times, with the 
United States allowing its submarines 

to enter the passage for various test-

ing without asking Canadaôs permis-

sion on several occasions. The Rus-
sian government is speculated to have 

done the same. At the moment, the 

United States is required to ask for 
permission before entering the pas-

sage, but simultaneously, Canada is 

expected to acquiesce. The threat 
from this is that a  precedent of allow-

ing foreign military vessels in Cana-

dian waters will be set, in the end re-

sulting in a severe devaluation of 
Canadaôs sovereignty in the interna-

tional landscape. In a globalized 

world, which is constantly shifting 
and changing, the weakness of Can-

adaôs sovereignty implied through the 

example of the Northwest Passage 

may have more harmful conse-
quences in the next decades. 

 

The Arctic will not likely be declared 
a global commons with so many pow-

erful countries vying for their share of 

the valuable resources that may lie 
beneath it. Canada is, however, argu-

ing that the Lomonosov Ridge is an  

extension of Ellesmere Island, with 
Denmark and Norway, unfortunately, 

arguing for the same ridge in their 

cases. Meanwhile, as the US and Rus-

sia insist that the Northwest Passage 
must become a trade route in interna-

tional waters, Canadaôs battle to not 

only claim more territory but also as-
sert its power over existing territory is 

becoming increasingly difficult. As the 

ice melts over the northern-most parts 
of Canada, more area is left exposed 

for countries wishing to make claims 

on it. Canadaôs inability to monitor the 

area adequately due to the sheer size of 
the northern landscape only makes this 

reality worse. 

 
So what is the solution? Various 

branches of the Canadian government 

have been at odds in recent years about 
how to proceed on the Arctic and the 

Northwest Passage. In recent months, 

the Harper government has come to a 

cooperative agreement with the United 
States, which mostly works to fend off 

Russia from stealthily moving its 

forces onto more territory in the Arc-
tic. This was evident in the first weeks 

of the new initiative between Canada 

and the US, when joint forces chased 

away Russian military jets flying over 
the North Pole. But, the question of the 

Northwest Passage remains unspoken 

in this new cooperative plan, and many 
are raising questions if teamwork with 

the US is doing Canada any good- is it 

actually a joint effort with the two 
sides coming together in compromise, 

or is Canada grasping onto a stronger 

power for protection, in exchange for 

compliance, and damaging its domes-
tic sovereignty and international repu-

tation further? 

 
As the debate over the Arctic heats up, 

sparks fly, igniting other questions 

vital to Canadaôs stake in not only the 
Arctic territory, but the maintenance  

of its own northern lands in the near  
future: Is Canada strong enough to 

defend its interests in the Arctic? Is 

Canada able to maintain its territory 

in the north? Is an alliance with the 
United States in Canadaôs best inter-

ests? 

 
What is for certain is that when it 

comes to the Northwest Passage, it 

may perhaps be the most valuable 
resource of all in the Arctic, and Can-

adaôs stake in these waters is still in 

peril. Any assent of sovereignty over 

this territory risks causing permanent 
damage to Canadaôs domestic sover-

eignty and international legitimacy. 

As states begin to vie for their own 
interests in order to protect their secu-

rity, sovereignty, and perhaps even 

find new fossil fuels through the dis-
astrous consequences of Global 

Warming, the globalized world may 

soon see a stale conflict refresh itself 

in the thawing north. With Canadaôs 
position in this clash of titans, it is 

unfortunately unlikely that all will be 

quiet on our Northern front for quite 
some time. 

 


